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FAQs— Proposed RUSD STEM High School

1. WIill UCR Senate faculty members have teaching or mentoring responsibilities with the proposed
STEM High School?

It is anticipated that UCR Senate faculty may choose to volunteer at the school as many have done over
the past several years. However, the initial MOUis an evolving document and no faculty member will be
expected nor required to engage with the proposed STEMHigh School. There should be no concerns
that UCR students will have less access to professors or that professors will be required to take on
additional responsibilities at the STEM High School. UCR’s partnership with the proposed STEM High
School will largely manifestin research opportunities, voluntary or grant-directed community outreach,
and studentteaching placement for GSOE students.

2. How willthe proposed STEMHigh School affect UCR students’ access to constrained campus
resources?

The proposed STEM High School will be funded by RUSD resources. By the time the STEM High School is
completed, UCRwill have several new buildings online that will ease some of the current concerns
regarding space constraints on campus, including the Student Success Center, the North District, the
Mobility Hub, and the Barn complex. The proposed STEM High School isanother piece of that growth
plan, however, itisimportantto note thatit will be largely self-contained.

While the STEM High School will not have scheduled time in UCR classrooms orlabs, it is anticipated
that UCR will be able to leverage the STEM High School space after hours.

3. Parkingislimited on campus. Where will proposed STEM High School students and staff park?

Parkingforthe STEM High School faculty, staff and students will be the responsibility of RUSD and UCR
will not be providing parking privileges to support the proposed STEM High School. Independent of any
STEM High School on-site parking needs, there are current plans underway to ease current parking
constraints and allow for growth by building a parking structure on Lot 13. We hope this next parking
structure would be delivered by early 2021, if not before.

4. How will UCR manage the trafficissues surrounding the school?

UCR continuestowork to ensure safe and efficientaccess to the campus for all community members.
These efforts will be enhanced inthe near future by the construction of the Mobility Hub which will ease
trafficat crucial pinch points and encourage alternative modes of transportation. Access to the highway,
reasonable opportunities to park that do not interfere with student overflow parking and the effect on
our current trafficpatterns will all continue to be takeninto account throughout the site selection
process.

5. WIill STEM High School students be permitted to eat lunch on campus?

Currently, RUSD does not planto allow STEM High School students to leave the school grounds for
lunch. The school will have lunch facilities for their students and UCR campus eateries should not be
significantly affected.
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6. WhatisRUSD’s diversity planforthe proposed STEMHigh School? How does our partnership
take diversity intoaccount?

RUSD has revised the lottery process to support diversity at Riverside STEM Academy. Enroliment slots
are balanced equally across our comprehensive high schools. Riverside STEM Academy now matches the
district demographicsinthe areas of educational attainment, English language usage and estimated
medianincome by household.

Part of the appeal for UCR in partnering with the proposed STEMHigh School is the opportunity to
enhance access to STEM fields forunderrepresented groups. The STEMHigh School will reflect the
diversity of the districtand will hopefully help UCR continue to recruit diverse cohorts of new students.

7. Why weren’t otherpublicschoolsinthe areaconsidered as potential partners?

RUSD invited UCRto partneron this project. The proposed RUSD STEM High School isan excellent
partnership opportunity due to the many advantages such a high-caliber school brings to our campus
including providing excellent student teaching and research opportunitie s and helping UCR to compete
for top faculty candidates. Partnership with UCR will also help elevate RUSD and enhance its ability to
provide access to a high-quality education to our community. This partnership isaunique opportunityto
help furtherdevelop aschool of choice and improve our relationship with ourlocal school district.

8. IfUCR isplanningtogrow, why are we using land at this time forthe proposed STEM High
School?

While the site for the proposed STEM High School is not yet determined, the process to determinethe
site has been and will continueto be an open dialogue with our campus members, RUSD, and our
neighbors. Whicheversite is selected can be accommodated into our Long Range Development Planand
we do not anticipate any conflict with our growth plans. The proposed STEM High School is part of our
growth plan, not antithetical toit, and in total we are committing approximately 6 acres within our east
campus, whichis over500 acres, and our land holdings on eastand west campus total nearly 1100
acres.

9. How willthis processallow fortransparency andinput from the Faculty Senate?

As we move forward, we will continue to engage in Senate consultation regarding the proposed STEM
High School. A white paperdescribing the projectand clarifying some outstandingissues from the MOU
was circulated tothe Senate onJuly 22, 2018. The Senate’s responseis available here. Several Senate
committees were supportive of the proposal including the GSOE Executive Committee, the Committee
on Research, the School of Business Executive Committee, the CHASS Executive Committee, the SOM
Executive Committee, and the SPP Executive Committee.

There will continue to be opportunities forinput and town hall discussions of this project. The next town
hall will take place onJune 6, 2019 in HUB 302 from 12:00-1:00. The Provosthas convened an advisory
committee forthe proposed STEM High School comprised of faculty and staff to consult on the process
moving forward.

10. How will we guarantee the safety of the STEMHigh School students and handle the liability
issues this proximity raises?


https://provost.ucr.edu/sites/g/files/rcwecm871/files/2019-02/ucr-rsa_high_school_7_22_2018.pdf
https://provost.ucr.edu/sites/g/files/rcwecm871/files/2019-02/18-19.dr_to_pevc_larive_re_rusd_stem_h.s._white_paper.1.18.19.pdf
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UCR students are mature, hard-working, intelligent and deserving of our trust. While it might seem that
thisisa liabilityissue, itis unlikely that mere proximityto high school students will entice our students
to take advantage of younger people. Of course, we will continue to work to educate our student body
aboutissuesaround consent, safety, and any otherlegal situations that pertain to having minors on
campus. But justas UCR is currently a safe place for high school students tovisit and engage in pre-
university activities, it will be asafe place for high school studentstolearn. And there are many
examples of similar partnerships between universities and publichigh schools that can help us lay the
ground work forfuture success including Cal Poly Pomona, UCIrvine and UCLA. Further, the proposed
RUSD STEM High School would fundits own safety and security officers in addition to UCPD.

11. The proposed STEM High School could repurpose space currently used forrecreation. How will
therecreationfields be replaced?

We will work with multiple stakeholders, including Campus Recreation and Athletics, to determine
the best course of actionto meetcampus needs forrecreational space.



